BREAKING NEWS, 25 February 2016:

Transport Action 37-1

A voluminous review of the Canada Transportation Act was tabled in Ottawa by the Minister of Transport. Some key passages
and recommendations are as follows. See http://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/ctareview2014/canada-transportation-act-review.html
Passenger Rail:
A direct user-pay component exists for all types of passenger rail services ... However, government has not applied this same
principle to the use of personal vehicles ... There is little question that both commuter and federally-supported passenger rail
would attract more riders if direct user charges were consistently applied to all modes of transportation, depending on the
differential between different modes.
1. The Review recommends that the Government of Canada act to improve the fluidity of passenger railway services by:
a. using federal legislative powers and infrastructure funding, with the long-term objective of separating freight rail and
passenger rail networks, to enable connections between and within urban and suburban areas;
b. using infrastructure financing models that integrate the principle of direct user-pay pricing for rail and road modes of personal
transportation in the interests of long term harmonization of pricing incentives;
c. collaborating now, and on a continuous basis, with provincial and municipal governments to plan for integrated commuter and
other passenger rail networks and for dedicated passenger rail tracks that allow for eventual adoption of high-speed rail.
2. The Review recommends that the Government of Canada increase the use of private sector approaches for federally-operated
passenger rail services including by:
a. considering the elimination of subsidies for the Toronto–Vancouver service;
b. supporting the on-going feasibility of a dedicated corridor from Montréal to Toronto;
c. continuing the federal subsidy for the regional and remote, and the Montréal– Halifax services, in partnership with, and with
contributions from, the provinces and communities concerned;
d. developing a legislative framework that articulates government policy on passenger rail, clarifies roles and responsibilities,
establishes overall funding arrangements, and sets rules for competition and cooperation with other transportation modes, such
as air and bus services.
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Air:
4. Assuming bilateral agreements continue to form the basis of Canada’s international air transport regime, the Review
recommends that the Government of Canada amend the Canada Transportation Act and Canadian Aviation Regulations to:
a. increase foreign ownership limits to at least 49 percent for air carriers operating commercial passenger services; 196
b. increase foreign ownership limits to 100 percent for airlines operating all-freight and specialty air services;
(and see the Report itself for items c to f).
Your association has been conducting a program of continuing outreach to
parliamentarians since last fall’s federal election.
On February 25th national president Harry Gow and Transport Action
Atlantic president Ted Bartlett met with members of the Atlantic Liberal
Caucus in Ottawa, including caucus chair Bernadette Jordan (South ShoreSt.Margaret’s), Gudie Hutchings (LongRange Mountains) and Pat Finnigan
(Miramichi-Grand Lake). On the agenda: VIA service in the Maritimes,
Newfoundland ferry rates, and the Cape Breton rail situation.
The following day, Harry and Ted met with deputy minister of transport
Jean-Francois Tremblay and two of his senior officials to discuss The VIA 14-10 Plan and the recently-released report of the Canada Transportation Act
review. The dialogue was productive and resulted in an invitation for our
further input on the CTA review.

Air:
4. Assuming bilateral agreements continue to form the basis of Canada’s international air transport regime, the Review
recommends that the Government of Canada amend the Canada Transportation Act and Canadian Aviation Regulations to:
a. increase foreign ownership limits to at least 49 percent for air carriers operating commercial passenger services; 196
b. increase foreign ownership limits to 100 percent for airlines operating all-freight and specialty air services;
(and see the Report itself for items c to f).
Your association has been conducting a program of continuing outreach to
parliamentarians since last fall’s federal election.
On February 25th national president Harry Gow and Transport Action
Atlantic president Ted Bartlett met with members of the Atlantic Liberal
Caucus in Ottawa, including caucus chair Bernadette Jordan (South ShoreSt.Margaret’s), Gudie Hutchings (LongRange Mountains) and Pat Finnigan
(Miramichi-Grand Lake). On the agenda: VIA service in the Maritimes,
Newfoundland ferry rates, and the Cape Breton rail situation.
The following day, Harry and Ted met with deputy minister of transport
Jean-Francois Tremblay and two of his senior officials to discuss The VIA 14-10 Plan and the recently-released report of the Canada Transportation Act
review. The dialogue was productive and resulted in an invitation for our
further input on the CTA review.

